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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

25 0CT 1969
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ,
ASS|STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (SYSTEMS ANALYS1S)
ASS|STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (INTERNAT | ONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS)

The Under Secretary of State believes, and | concur, that it would

be useful to undertake a coordinated study of the effectiveness of
our present air operations in Laos, particularly those in south Laos.
Discussions of the recent SEACORDS meeting, continuing differences

of opinion concerning effectiveness of our air interdiction campaign,
White House interest in Laos and increased military activities by
both sides in Laos make 2 critical and factual analysis imperative.

Request that such a study be developed by 20 November with the Assistant .
secretary oF Defense (Systems Analysis) having DI imary responsiblility.
Snd with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Central lIntelligence Agency: and
the Assistant secretary of Defense (International security Affairs)
providing input and comments at the appropriate stages. The study

should include answers to the following questions:

<= What are the costs and results of U.S. air operations in Laos?

V4 L, . == What are the enemy's current requirements for men and materiel
in SUN and Laos, and could this level be raised?

-- What is the level to which the enemy's logistical capability
is reduced by air operations at current rates? Could this
level be reduced further, assuming reasonable levels of effort
and current operating authorities? ' '

-- What would be the effect of a bombing halt or substantial
reduction in our air operations in Laos?- What would the enemy
do if this occurred? .

-~ What would-be the effects of an increase in ai;_operations in
-+ Laos? ~An. incremental. decrease? S g@g ?3 ,7 |
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